
Change is coming to Somerset that affects us all, the
services we receive and our quality of life
Depending on the decisions taken in the coming months, Somerset’s future 
could be really bright. However, if the wrong decision is made it could mean the
prospects for our services and our quality of life are damaged for decades.

The Secretary of State for Local Government has confirmed that Westminster wants to
change the way vital services are delivered by councils. It’s important that your voice is
heard and you need to know the facts.

25% of children are living in poverty
Workers in Somerset earn £2,000
below the 
national average

In Somerset right now:

This cannot continue. Stronger Somerset will deliver a better future.

www.strongersomerset.co.uk 

Your district councils already provide a range of services and innovative projects that
make a difference to our communities. 
From playparks to regeneration projects and beautiful country parks to economic
development, our dedicated staff offer essential support every day. And we’ll continue
to support residents and businesses through the Coronavirus crisis.

Working with local people and national experts, we have developed Stronger Somerset
– a proposal that will deliver a better future for residents and businesses in Somerset.

There are 14,000 struggling families
We remain at high risk of devastating
floods

Every child starts well and every young
person believes they can live well
Older people are able to live well,
independently and without isolation
We have a clean, inclusive and
productive economy
Working families have access to
skilled work

Stronger Somerset will ensure:
We are able to deliver our plans for a
zero carbon county
Local councils are able to support their
communities in the way they choose
Vital services and important
community facilities receive the
funding they need
We deliver a stronger future for
Somerset



If Stronger Somerset is the plan for the future that you want, you need
to let the Government know.

Find out the facts, shape the plan and show your support 
at www.strongersomerset.co.uk 

Strengthening relationships with local
communities – ensuring councils that are
close to the people they serve
Building stronger communities with
greater power – give more control to
local people over the things that matter to
them
Creating a fresh start in Care -
Transformation of Children’s and Adults
Social Care adopting the best of what
works elsewhere
Forming two new councils for Somerset,
to replace the four districts and the 

We will achieve this by:

A better future - A Somerset West and a Somerset East council will replace the four
districts and the county council and will ensure a focus on the differing challenges,
community identities and economic areas that exist in what is a large county; but which
work together for the benefit of all of Somerset.
The Stronger Somerset proposal is for a fresh start for local government in the county that
will ensure better services, an improved economy and better quality of life.

Over the next few weeks, residents, communities, businesses and stakeholders from
across the county are being invited to join a number of major online events to help inform
and determine the county’s future. The result of these events will shape the final Stronger
Somerset proposals to be submitted to the government.

In 2021, ministers will have to make a choice between our plan for two new councils for
Somerset, close to the people they serve, operating in a modern and efficient way, focused
on investing in better services, or an alternative proposal that is focused on saving money and
creating a traditional structure remote from its communities, repeating mistakes of the past.
Somerset does not deserve the cheapest form of local government. It deserves better. 
It needs Stronger Somerset.

Your Choice - either more cuts to vital services or genuine reform

Planning a modern economy with new
skills, higher wages to “level-up” society and
ensuring genuinely affordable housing for
local people
Ensuring the devolution of powers and
resources from Westminster – Somerset
must make the decisions for our economy
and communities and this can Level Up
Somerset, drive our economy forward and
improve quality of life

county council – ensuring people and
communities are well represented in our
large county


